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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, CASC, UR 

SUBJECT: DOWNED KOREAN AIRCRAFT 

1 . KAL COPILOT PROVIDED TO RUECKERT FOLLOWING 
DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENTS LEADING TO THE EORCED LANDING 
OF THE KOREAN AIRLINES AIRCRAFT: THE AIRCRAFT ENTERED 
SOVIET TERRITORY DUE TO A MALFUNCTION OF THE COMPASS AND 
LOST ITS POSITION. AT SOME POINT THEREAFTER, A SOVIET 
FIGHTER APPROACHED THE AIRCRAET AND BEGAN TO SIGNAL 
THE KAL AIRCRAFT BY MOVEMENT THAT IT HAD ENTERED SOVIET 
TERRITORY. THE KAL AIRCRAFT ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT THE 
FIGHTER BY VHF RADIO AND INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY 
SERVICES, BUT COULD NOT RAISE THE FIGHTER BY ANY STATION. 
THE FIGHTER FOLLOWED THE AIRCRAFT FOR THREE MINUTES, AND 
THEN IT DISAPPEARED. APPROXIMATELY 10 MINUTES LATER, IT 
APPEARED AGAIN AND FIRED ON THE AIRCRAFT, BREAKING OF 
THE EDGE OF THE LEFT WING; SIMULTANEOUSLY CABIN BECAME 
DEPRESSURIZED. THE RESULT OF THE DEPRESSURIZATION WAS 
THAT THE AIRPLANE HAD TO DESCEND. THE EIGHTER REAPPEARED 
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IN FRONT OF THE KAL AIRCRAFT, BUT THE KAL AIRCRAFT 
ATTEMPTING TO FOLLOW COULD NOT,SINCE IT CONSTANTLY 
VERRED TO THE LEFT. SINCE THE CREW THOUGHT THAT A CRASH 
LANDING WOULD BE NECESSARY, CIRCLED EOR ONE AND ONE HALF 
HOURS TO LOSE EUEL. WHEN IT HAD 9000 POUNDS OF FUEL LEET, 

IT SEARCHED FOR A LANDING AREA, FINDING ONE NEAR A SMALL 
TOWN(KEM). IT LANDED IN THE SNOW. THE LANDING, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ACCORDING TO THE CREW, WAS "GOOD IN ALL RESPECTS" AND THE 
CREW BELIEVES THAT THE INJURIES RESULTED FROM THE FIRING 
BY THE SOVIET TIGHTER, RATHER THAN EROM THE LANDING. THE 
CREW AND PASSENGERS WERE WELL TAKEN CARE OF AT KEM, AND 
THE INJURED RECEIVED MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

2. THE PASSENGERS AND THE CREW ARRIVED IN MURMANSK IN 
TWO SOVIET AIRCRAFT ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE 
PAN AMERICAN AIRCRAFT. TOON 
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